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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 


The trustees present their seventy-sixth annual report 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 


GerorcE H. Tripp, 


Clerk of the Board, 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT | 


To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


This report is the Seventy-sixth Annual Report of the 
New Bedford Free Public Library. The function of an 
annual report is two-fold; primarily to give the citizens an 
opportunity to note the activities and growth of the institu- 
tion, and, as of no less importance, to voice certain general 
opinions which bear on the cultural value of libraries in a 
community. 


From a recent “Outlook,” I quote, “Intelligence is the 
surest safeguard of democracy, and the well-advised use of 
books is the surest way to cultivate intelligence.” The dis- 
tinguished Librarian of the Toronto Public Library, and 
last year President of the American Library Association, 
has described the function of a librarian in the following 
words, “In the institution with which I as a public librarian 
am identified, my object is not so much instruction as edu- 
cation, not so much the advancement of the mass as the 
opportunity of enabling the individual to free himself from 
the mass and to rise to the heights of which he is personally 
capable. Here is the opportunity to develop leaders of 
thought and action so vital to the success of a democracy. 
My life as a librarian is mainly concerned with endeavoring 
to develop the individual, and hence there has been an em- 
phasis upon the work among boys and girls. True it seems 
a slow process to go away back to youth and be willing to 
come up slowly through the years. It does need faith and 
it takes faith to plant acorns and wait for oaks—but isn’t 
the result worth while? Any one can plant radishes.” 
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BOOK AND PICTURE CIRCULATION. 


The circulation of books was about 30,000 more than 
last year, and by far the largest since the library was started, 
the total circulation being 570,735. 


66,294 pictures were circulated. 


REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


The increasing use of the Reference Department, and 
the large number of questions brought to that department 
for solution are extremely encouraging signs. We very 

_much regret the resignation of our Reference Librarian, 
Miss E. Lucile Palmer, who is leaving to assume the position 
of head librarian in the Attleboro Public Library. While 
Miss Palmer has been here the Reference Room has been 
in able hands, and has been conducted with consummate 
ability. 


It might be well to quote a few of the questions that 
have been brought into the Reference Room. They are 
merely indications of the wide variety of such queries. 


A former Fort Rodman soldier from Panama 
asked for a biblography on plantation management 
and raising tropical fruits. 


From Hollywood, California, inquiries about 
clipper ships, sailor shanties, etc. 


_ Another question was on the smoking habits 
of the Presidents of the United States. 


Another asked for intimate details concerning 
the lives of the wives of the Presidents. 


A young man asked for a book about the ideal 
of a woman. 


Will you please give mea funny catalogue? 
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In what short story by Dickens is there a 
character who loses his mind? I do not mean Dr. 
Manetti in the “Tale of Two Cities.” 


Book on canary breeding. 
Data on “Wreck of the Hesperus.” 
Book on rabbit raising. 


Salute used in Russian and Austrian armies 


in 1885. 


Tests and specifications for different grades of 
gasoline. 


Commercial uses of sawdust? of feathers? 


Complete history of the tariff, for a pupil of 
the 7th grade. 


Are colored cakes (of red or green for in- 
stance) being used? 


History of bathtubs in the United States. 


Origin of the expression, “get down to brass 
tacks.” 


How many pianos are there in New Bedford? 
Picture of a whistling buoy. 
Effect of twisting on the strength of materials. 


Picture of a shin-plaster pocket book. 


CHILDREN’S ROOM. 


While the School Department is to be congratulated on 


securing the services of Miss Thuman, our former Children’s 
Librarian, the library suffered a corresponding loss since 
she had from the beginning conducted the Juvenile Depart- 
ment with skill and efficiency. The library was fortunate in 
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securing as her successor, Miss Dorothy M. Hyde, formerly 
an assistant in New York City, a graduate of Simmons 
College, and a young woman with wide experience. Her 
conduct of the department has been satisfactory, and the 
children and their parents are greatly pleased with the atten- 
tion paid to their interests and pleasure. 


Children’s Book Week was celebrated with enthusiasm, 
a large collection of new books for juvenile readers being 
on exhibition which attracted wide attention. In connection 
with this Book Week, through the courtesy of H. S. 
Hutchinson & Company, a moving picture of young David 
Putnam’s voyage to Greenland was shown in various schools,. 
including the High School Auditorium. The picture was 
extremely gratifying, and elicited the admiration and delight 
of all who beheld it. 


PO Si Te a Cy 


The Hospital Librarian has made her semi-weekly visits 
to the hospital, and the interest in the work continues in a 
eratifying way, the circulation of books for the hospital 
during the year amounting to 8,170, 2,000 more than in 1926. 


Migk SCHOOL EIBRARLES: 


The High School Library, under the care of Miss Grace 
F. Lyman is proving a most useful adjunct to the educational 
facilities offered in that school. During the year the two 
Junior High Schools, opened at the south and north ends 
of the city, have been supplied with books from the Public 
Library, that are now being circulated as are books in the 
other school libraries. With the increasing supply of such 
books, the service ought to be of extreme value to the young 
readers in those schools. At present there are 2,000 books 
supplied by the Free Public Library. 
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BRANCHES. 


The South Branch continues its successful efforts in 
supplying reading matter to the people of that section, the 
circulation of books being very much larger than ever before. 
The new building is certainly proving of great value, and it 
is hoped that the time will soon come when a like building 
may be put up in the north section of the city, the present 
location of the North Branch being entirely out of its proper 
geographical setting. All the branches continue to give 
increasingly satisfactory service. 


STAFF MEETINGS. 


Staff Meetings have been held as usual during the past 
year. Matters of importance are discussed at these meetings, 
and they prove of service to the members of the staff. 


CAN ied be 


A notable gift of Spanish books was presented by the 
Hispanic Society of America in New York. This generous 
offer was gladly received by the library, and suitable ack- 
nowledgement made to the donor. 


MISUSE*OF BOOKS AND PAPI: 


Most libraries in the country suffer to a greater or less 
extent from vandalism on the part of readers who in their 
desire to obtain for their exclusive use some article from a 
newspaper or a magazine—rarely from a book—mutilate 
these papers. It is an unfortunate fact that some people 
do not realize that the mutilation of a book or magazine is 
destroying property that belongs to the whole community, 
and is really theft. It is difficult to apprehend such mis- ’ 
creants, but occasionally in other cities such persons have 
been caught and punished with severity. One club in New 
York City found that some copies of “Life” had been mutil- 
ated, but that “Punch” was undisturbed. The Librarian took 
the unique position that “Life” was the more popular periodi- 
cal and subscribed to more copies of “Life” and discontinued 
“Punch,” 
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LIBRARY MEETINGS. 


At a meeting of the library association of this section 
of Massachusetts, called by courtesy The Old Dartmouth 
Library Club, which met in the library in November, the 
Librarian read a paper upon “The Cultural Value of the 
Library to the Community.” At the same meeting the 
Librarian of the Millicent Library, Fairhaven, had a paper 
upon “Recent Books of Importance.” 


By the advice of the Trustees, the Librarian attended 


the Convention of the American Library Association at 


Toronto in June. Librarians from all over the United States 
and Canada were in attendance, and numbered nearly one 
thousand men and women. ‘The meetings were of extreme 
interest and value. 


BOOK TALKS: 


The customary Book Talks have been carried on as 
usual, with increasing interest, the audience last spring being 
much larger than ever before, the people showing an intense 
interest in the speakers and the subjects which were dis- 
cussed. The list of Book Talks is as follows, 


Rey. E. Stanton Hodgin. January 10 
Review of Durant’s “Story of Philosophy.” 
Mrs. George A. Hough, Jr. January 17 


Some recent novels on the negro. 


Frederic W. Hayford | January 24 
Norwegian authors. 


Oliver Prescott, Jr. January 31 
Ignatius Loyola, and the founding of the 
Jesuit Order. 


Mrs. A. L. Shockley. February 7 
Celia Thaxter, a New England poet. 
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Albert McGrath February 14 
Henryk Sienkiewicz, the Polish novelist. 

Mrs. Alexander Grant. February 21 
Rostand and his dramas. 

Rev. John M. Groton. February 28 


“Parenthood and the New Psychology.” 
by F. H. Richardson. 


Edward O. Baker. March 7 
The Arthurian Legend, and Erskine’s 
“Galahad.” 


Louis F. Ranlett. March 14 
Writers re-discover the Great War. 


Edward T. Pierce, Jr. March 21 
Moby Dick, and recent Whaling literature. 


George H. Tripp. March 28 
Review of recent books. 


An attractive programme has been prepared for the 
coming season, which will begin on January ninth. 


TRAINING CLASS. 


As usual a training class for High School seniors who 
are interested in library work was held during the last winter 
months. The object of holding these classes is two-fold. 
It gives the girls a good opportunity to get acquainted with 
library methods which will be useful to them in whatever 
line of work they take up after leaving school. Again, by 
this means it is possible to secure one or two desirable sub- 
stitutes who may help during the summer vacation period. 
The library has been able in that way to obtain very desir- 
able help for the time when such help is most needed. The 
girls seem to be extremely appreciative of the opportunity 
‘given to them at the library. ‘The classes last year had 
about fifteen or twenty meetings, two a week. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ll p 


PUBLICATIONS: 


The publications during the year are as follows: 


Book Talks, 1927. 
List of a Few of the Important Books of 1926. 


Children’s Book Week, November, 1927. Books to 
Begin With. 


_ Children’s Book Week, November, 1927. In-Be- 
tween Books for the Six to Eights. 


Few Books for Parents About Children’s Reading. / 


At a meeting in Chicago in November, 1927, President 
Max Mason, of the University of Chicago, on the subject, 
“Books and the Technique of Living,” said in part: 


“Education in all levels is directed more and more to 
training students throughout their entire lives to use the 
intellectual tools which have been gathered for them; to 
teaching them that their education is not complete, but just 
beginning; to teaching the habit of reference to books; to 
teaching that the library habit is the fundamental thing. 


All the importance of formal educational institutions is 
of practically infinitesimal value compared with those physi- 
cal facilities by virtue of which the millions shall change the 
temper of their thought, shall become more successful as 
participators in the daily work, shall gain culture instead of 
empty-minded leisure. Where we (universities) have the 
hundreds, there are the millions whose state in life—beyond 
that of toil and bread and butter—must, and always will, 
center in the store-houses of knowledge—in libraries.” 


Thanks are due to the Boston Public Library for lending 
to us books which are called for that are not in our collection. 
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The Evening Standard has given us the courtesy of 
printing a weekly list of books put into the Library. 


The various Department Reports follow this, and should 
be read by all, since it gives an intimate account of the 
various activities of these departments. 


The work of the staff should be especially commended, 
the general attitude of the assistants showing a disposition 
to be of the greatest service to the reading public. The suc- 
cess of a library is largely dependent upon the attitude of the 
members of the staff, and as in commercial life, the best 
advertisement is a satisfied customer. 


GEO. H. TRIPP, 


Librarian. 
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ART DEPARTMENT 


The crying need of this department is for space and 
yet-more space for shelving, especially as such a large pro- 
portion of the books and periodicals are used only for re- 
ference, none become obsolete, and the outstanding new 
publications must~be added each year. 


The “Song Index” of recent date is daily proving its 
worth and our patrons evidently enjoying the accessibility 
of the music books, although the shelves are inconveniently 
overcrowded at present. 


The same condition is felt in the picture collection, 
which must and does constantly expand in order to fulfil 
its purpose. Possibly 1927, more than any previous year, 
has been one of specialization in this field. This of course 
leads to closer classification with many cross references, 
since all inquirers do not definitely state their needs and 
elusive questions leading into the by-paths exercise our 
resourcefulness and our memories considerably. As one 
contemporary worker expresses it, “Librarians clip and clip 
by the hour when patrons leave a lull in their day, and sooner 
or later all that they clip is called for.’ Applicants in- 
clude not only teachers and pupils, but costumers, news- 
paper and club people, designers, illustrators, and advertisers. 
Pictures for all these inquirers are sought in many places, 
while many of them are merely “run across’, but “ running 
across” involves the scrutiny of stacks of material, whether 
it be gifts from attics, discarded travel books or old period- 
icals and railway circulars. 


The Hispanic Society of New York has been extremely 
generous in sending us its valuable monographs on Spanish 


art and architecture. 


The exhibition of Mary Vaux Wolcott’s exquisitely 
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colored plates of wild-flowers, published by the Smiths 
Institute is still an attraction to visitors and the r 
acquired copy of one of Vermeer’s ra: 
warmly admired. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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> JANE E. GARDNERI® 
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GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT 


The various lines of work carried on by this department 
in previous years have been continued during the year 
just past. A change has been made in the manner of check- 
ing items in the Standard and Mercury. Now, the items 
pertaining to local history, etc., are indexed after the papers 
have been bound. This is a quicker and cleaner method, 
and gives more time for other work. 


Much time has been given to revising the Pedagogical 
Collection of books. Old books have been weeded out, and 
the newest and best books which the Library contains re- . 
lative to teaching, have been retained in the collection or 
added to it. Government pamphlets and magazines such as 
“School”, “School Life’, and “Journal of. the National 
Education Association” will be found in close proximity to 
the books. The School Department gave quite a number of 
books and some pamphlets and magazines. We hope that 
the teachers will find this Pedagogical Library well adapted 
to their needs. 


We have been more successful this year in finding 
answers to the questions contained in the letters of inquiry 
which are always coming to us. 


Mr. George L. Randall, the genealogist whom many 
will remember seeing at work in the Genealogical Room, 
died last July. Mr. Randall was painstaking in his efforts 
to find the solution of genealogical puzzles, and walked many 
miles into the country in search of records at the office of 
a town clerk, on tombstones, or owned privately. He com- 
piled several genealogies for publication. Among them were 
those on the following families:—De Maranville, Hiller, 
Taber, and Tripp. In doing this work, Mr. Randall collect- 
ed much data on other families. Much of this material was 
typed by Mr. Randall for our Library. We also have a very 
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useful index to the marriages and deaths printed in the 
“Morning Mercury” from 1807-1874, which he made. Mr. 
Randall left a large amount of unfinished manuscript, re- 
presenting a great many hours of patient toil. 


The following books and pamphlets were added to our 
collection during the year :— 


Genealogies. 
Babcock. 
“Babcock genealogy,’ compiled by Stephen Babcock. 
Babcock- Main. 


“Genealogical record of Nathaniel Babcock, Simeon 
Main, Isaac Miner, and Ezekiel Main,’ Compiled 
by Cyrus H. Brown. 


Brown. 


“Brown genealogy,’ Vol II, Parts 1 and 2, by Cyrus 
Henry Brown. 


“Genealogy of Rasselas Wilcox Brown and Mary Potter 
Brownell Brown, their descendants and ancestral 
lines,” by Isaac Brownell Brown. 


Browne. 


“Chad Browne, of Providence, R. I., and four genera- 
tions of his descendants,’ by William Bradford 
Browne. 


Fisher. 


“Genealogy of the Fisher family 1682-1896,” by Anna 
Wharton Smith. 


Flagg. 


“Genealogical notes on the founding of New England,” 
by Ernest Flagg. 
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Nichols. 
~ “Nichols genealogy,” edited by Nathan Round Nichols. 


Puffer. 


“Descendants of George Puffer of Braintree, Mass, 


1639-1915,” by Charles Nutt. 
Soule-Sowle. 


“Contribution to the history, biography, and genealogy 
of the families named Sole, Solly, Soule, nowle, 
“Soulis,”” Compiled by G. T. Ridlon. 


“Abridged Compendium of American genealogy,” Vol. II, 
edited by Frederick A. Virkus. 


Vital Records. 


Connecticut. 


Woodstock, Conn., 1686-1854. 


Massachusetts. 


Groton, Mass., Vols. I, II. 
Lawrence, Mass. 
* Nantucket, Mass., Vols. II, III, IV. 
New Salem, Mass. 
Roxbury, Mass., Vol. II. 


Histories. 


New England. 


“France and New England,” Vol. 2, by Allan Forbes 
and Paul F. Cadman. 

“New England in the Republic 1776-1850” (Vol. 3 of 
Adam’s History of New England), by James 
Truslow Adams. 
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Connecticut. 


Connecticut Historical Society—Annual report for the 
year 1926. 


Massachusetts. 


Commonwealth history of Massachusetts, Vol. 1, edited 
by Albert Bushnell Hart. 

Colonial Society of Massachusetts—Collections-1915. 

Danvers Historical Society—Historical Collections, Vol. 
15. 

“Early interest in Dighton Rock.” 

“Middle period of Dighton Rock history.” 

“Recent history of Dighton Rock,” by Edmund Burke 
Delabarre. 

“Duxbury, Mass., ancient and modern,” by Henry A. 
Fish. | 

Nantucket Historical Association—Proceedings 1-33, 

“Proceedings at the celebration by the Pilgrim Society 
at Plymouth, Aug. 1, 1889, of the completion of 
the National Monument to the Pilgrims.” 

Suffolk County Deeds, Vols. 12, 13, 14. 

“History of Weymouth, Mass.,” published by the Wey- 
mouth Historical Society, Howard H. Joy, 
President. 


f 


New Hampshire. 


“Check list of New Hampshire local history,” by Otis 
G. Hammond. 


Rhode Island. 


“Narragansett Country,’ by Harry Lyman Koopman. 
“History of Providence County,’ edited by Richard 
M. Bayles. | 
“History of Washington and Kent Counties,” by 

J ReiGole. 
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Vermont. 


“Index to contents of the Vermont Historical Register,” 
compiled and edited by Abbie M. Hemenway. 


“Bolton’s American Armory,” by Charles K. Bolton. 
“Brief account of the military orders in Spain,’ by Georgt- 
anna Goddard King. 


“Origin and evolution of the United States flag,” by R. C. 
Ballard Thurston. 


There seems to be an ever increasing interest in coats- 
of-arms. To meet this demand, we have taken colored coats- . 
of-arms from “Americana”, and shall arrange them in such 
a way that they may be found easily. In one instance the 
books in our collection aided in the Sphere of commercial 
art. A young man needed something in the way of coats- 
of-arms to be used on candle-sticks. He was able to reduce 
down some illustrations which we had and make some fine 
colored coats-of-arms in miniature. 


Another young man was striving to carry out one of 
his mother’s lines which went back into Portuguese royalty 
and was much pleased with the assistance our Library was 
able to furnish him. In fact, people have been very apprecia- 
tive of our help. 


We have several printed family charts which we are 
assembling with a view to making them more available. We 
shall be very much pleased to receive a copy of any such chart 
which anyone would like to contribute. The chart need not 
be printed, but may be filled in by hand, or type written. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALAC PER DEE. 
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REPORT OF REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 
1927 


Mr. George H. Tripp, Librarian, 
New Bedford Free Public Library. 


Herewith is submitted a report of the work of the 
Reference Department for the year 1927. 


The work of this department is so varied that it is im- 
possible to give a complete survey. The best that can be done 
is to note a few outstanding features of the reference and 
information ‘service. No record is kept of the number of 
requests for information, but it is estimated that there are 
about four times as many questions as there are books 
issued from the Reference room. 


Early in 1927 there were several magazines and news- 
paper contests which proved to be joint tests of knowledge 
concerning the domestic arrangements of the White House 
and the endurance of the reference attendants. Requests for 
biographical data on the wives. of the Presidents and the 
First Ladies of the Land were followed by composite pic- 
tures of the chief executives themselves: pictures which 
gave an eye of one for a tooth of another. 


Neighboring towns contintte to seek aid from the New 
Bedford Library. During the year material has been loaned 
to the libraries of the following places :—Barnstable, Clifford, 
Dighton, East Dennis, Edgartown, Fall River, Falmouth, 
Gay Head, Hyannis, Marion, Middleboro, No. Dartmouth, 
Oak Bluffs, Osterville, Vineyard Haven, West Harwich. 


yw ee 
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An increasing number of bibliographies has been pre- 
pared. A man who had used the library when stationed at 
Ft. Rodman wrote from Panama for a bibliography on 
plantation management and the raising of tropical fruits. 
From the De Mille studios at Hollywood have come requests 
for information on clipper ships, sea songs and shantys and 
the Wreck of the Hesperus. We have also done a bit of 
research for the production entitled The King of Kings. 


Some of the questions referred to the information desk 


are rather baffling. A boy asked for “The Yellow Russian 


book which my father had last month,” and a man preparing 
an anti-cigarette talk wanted information on the habits of ~ 
the Presidents in regard to smoking. 


Judging from the number of calls for books on canary 
breeding New Bedford will soon rival the Hartz Mountains 
in the production of these warbling pets. Whether or not the 
publication of a Farmer’s Bulletin telling of fur coats from 
rabbits, served as an impetus to the industry, nevertheless 


there is a constant demand for material on the raising of 
rabbits. 


Lest any henchman of Chicago’s mayor question the 
patriotic sentiments of New Bedford’s would-be-citizens, the 
following instance may reassure him. A man asked for a 
book on naturalization. 


‘The reference attendant inquired, 
“Do you wish it in English?” 


“No! American!!!’ 


The problem of mutilation is an ever-present grief to 
the Library and a sad commentary on the ethics of some 
of the users of the magazine collection. Fashion and radio 
periodicals are the chief sufferers. It seems to be so much 
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CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


The circulation for the year has shown a normal growth 
in almost every department. 


The old saying that “figures do not lie’ has held good 
for many decades but in this instance statistics have not 
been even exaggeraters of the truth. A record of the per- 
sonal service which has been rendered both at the Main 
Desk and in Ingraham Hall cannot be estimated in numerals. 
Countless questions have been answered and helpful sug- 
gestions for books suitable to review for club and church 
gatherings have been given, not to mention the resumes of 
books for home reading. 


The North Branch has done most creditable work, not 
only by increasing the number of books borrowed for home 
use but in answering an extremely large number of reference 
questions. 


_ The South Branch has occupied its new building more 
than a year. Moving it nearer to the end of the city has 
brought larger numbers of adult and juvenile readers, and 
an excellent gain in circulation. 


The West Branch with the smallest collection of books 
and the shortest hours has shown a very substantial gain. 


Several Americanization Classes with their teachers 
have visited us. This personal introduction to the Library 
has meant much toward making the foreign born feel 
more at home. 


The large number of books circulated from Ingraham 
Hall has shown that more and more our patrons enjoy the 
borrowing privilege. This room has been very popular for 
readers throughout the year especially between the hours of 
four and nine. Y 
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REPORT, OF THE HOSPITAL 
LIBRARY SERVICE. 


In October 1925 the hospital library service was started 
at St. Luke’s Hospital with the distribution of magazines in 
the four public wards. The first of November about one 
hundred books, duplicate copies of books in the main library, 
were deposited at the hospital and an A. L. A. book wagon 
was secured to facilitate the transporting of these in the 
wards, making it possible for the patients to choose their 
own reading personally. Appreciation of the service brought 
about the gradual extension of the work into three private 
wards in April 1926. Few calls were made in the new 
Hathaway ward for a time, as the patients in that ward 
seemed well supplied by friends. However, as news of the 
library branch spread, they became more numerous until in 
January 1927, it was decided to visit this part of the hospital 
‘also. At present every ward is covered with the exception 
of the children’s ward which is provided for by the Lumbard 
volunteers. There are now about five hundred books used 
in this service. 


On Tuesdays and Fridays, the librarian spends the 
afternoon at the hospital. The time is spent going from 
ward to ward interviewing all who are well enough to be 
approached, supplying the convalescent with books or maga- 
zines according to the individual’s taste or ability to read. 
The object, primarily, was to supply the patient with light 
reading to ease his hours of pain and to help his state of 
mind. However, the enjoyment of a book often depends 
upon the number of one’s acquaintances who have enjoyed 
the same book. Patients were recommending books. to 
nurses and, vice versa. ‘To increase the pleasure of the 
patients, the nurses were allowed to take books, also. This, 
of course, is a minor part of the service. In each book is 
a book slip which is taken out when a book is loaned and 
stamped with a dating stamp. On this is written the name 
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of the patient and the name of the ward,. The remainder 
of the time is spent keeping records, putting fresh covers on 
the books, and going back with some special book requested 
which was not on the book wagon during the previous 
round. If a patient is remaining for more than a week and 
wishes something not included in the hospital library, it is 
secured from central. 


A book oftentimes travels from hand to hand several 
times before it is finally returned to the librarian. It may 
have been read by four or five people and have been charged 
but once. This fact is a hindrance to the compiling of 
statistics. Were one to insist on having a book charged 
every time it changed hands, he would be depriving a great 
many of pleasure. To give the best of service it is necessary 
to eliminate as much detail of routine as possible, to mingle 
the social service spirit with the library technique. Hence 
circulation reports are not accurate. Records of the circula- 
tion for 1927 show an increase of two thousand over that of 
1926. 4869 books and 3301 magazines were given out during 
the year. In 1926 the men’s ward held the highest record. 
1927 puts the women’s ward in the lead. As a rule, the men 
are the greater readers, but they seemed to be fewer in 
number this past year. Then, too, the “reading bug’’ is 
contagious. There are times when, if one person in a ward 
takes a book, every other patient who is_ physically 
able and has not left his glasses at home, will ask for a 
book. At other times everybody is busy reading magazines 
of the sensational type, supplied by friends when library 
books must be especially thrilling in order to receive any 
attention. 


The collection consists mainly of, light fiction. In the 


men’s ward sea stories, sport stories, mystery and detective ~ 


stories and, most important of all, the Western and North- 
western stories are the favorites. The best-liked magazines 
among the men are the AMERICAN MAGAZINE, SAT- 


me 
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URDAY EVENING POST, COLLIER’S, POPULAR 
MECHANICS, LIFE, and NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. 
The women like the romantic novel above everything else, 
although the mystery and Western stories have their patrons 
in this ward also. Here the popular magazines are GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING, WOMAN’S HOME COMPANION, 
LADIES’ HOME -JOURNAL, HOUSE BEAUTIFUL, 
and NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. A great many mag- 
azines are sent to the hospital by kind-spirited citizens, never- 
theless the demand for the up-to-date numbers is hard to 
supply. There are many patients who read in some foreign 
language only. For ‘these there is a small collection of 
books including some in French, Hebrew, and Portuguese. 
Greek and Polish books have been secured from the main 
library when these have been requested. Then, too, there 
are the patients who cannot read. in any language. Unless 
they find neighbors who speak their own tongue, their hos- 


pital days are long and weary. To these the picture mag- 


azines are a boon. The clientele of a hospital is most varied 
and its reading tastes according. 


: As to the future of the service, more books must be sup- 
plied and of a greater variety. More foreign books are 
needed, more up-to-date magazines, more modern fiction of 
the kind that is not depressing, and some interesting, popular 
non fiction. The gifts of books and magazines donated by 
kind-hearted citizens are gratefully appreciated. The co- 
operation of the hospital authorities and nurses, and the 
remarks of appreciation made by the public have been of 
much help to the enjoyment of this most interesting phase 
of library work. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ANNA CABRAL., 
January 4, 1928. 
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REPORT OF THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT 


The Juvenile Department has several changes to report 
this year. Early in the year the resignation of Miss Jane 
Thuman, head of the Department for many years, was ac- 
cepted with great regret, while best wishes for success in her 
new position went with her. For a few weeks this Depart- 
ment was without a head, until the present Children’s Lib- 
rarian was put in charge on May 16th. 


The appointment of Mrs. Jane Ingraham Thurston as 
a full-time assistant in the Central Children’s Room, and 
the acquiring of a part time assistant for the afternoons, has 
made it possible for us to perform more of the duties of a 
fully organized Children’s Room, one of the most important 
of these being reference work. Having there one of the best 
sets of encyclopedias edited for children and innumerable, fine, 
non-fiction books, written especially to suit a child’s under- 
standing, it is one of our obligations to answer the many - 
questions which the children from grammar school are con- 
tinually asking. Considering’ the fact that in one afternoon 
as many as twenty children are supplied with information in 
the Children’s Room, it is no wonder that the Adult Refer- 
ence Department speaks with relief of the freedom from 
many of the younger children who used to be a perpetual 
hinderance to work with adults. 


Of course it is difficult, during our busiest hours to give 
each child the attention he deserves but every effort is made 
to train the older children to help themselves by means of 
the catalogue and reference books, and to find their own - 
answers without assistance. This all takes time but it 
saves time in the end and should eventually result in a more 
“library intelligent” public. 


In addition to the reference work a most vigilant effort 
is being made to keep the books in better condition and pro- 
long their use. No child is allowed to take a book unless 
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his hands are clean, and each new member is told that he must 
take the best of care of the library books. Each book 1s look- 
ed through, upon being returned and if any mutilation is 
evident the child’s card is taken away for a short or long time 
depending upon the offense. The news is spreading. One 
small boy was heard to say to another one in the room,“Go 
out and wash your hands, You can’t be dirty in the library.” 


In spite of all efforts to help the books wearing longer, 
there are rlever really enough. While no more books were 
purchased this year than last, the circulation increased about 
15,000 volumes over 1926. This means that there will be a 
greater need for replacements in the coming year. The 
branches, especially, are in need of complete new sets of the 
standard juveniles, as their books are now worn almost to 
shreds before being discarded. There is no waste in buying 
good children’s books because their popularity never wears 
out before they do, as so often happens with adult fiction. 
Also, they are in continual use until worn out, many books 
circulating seventy-five times or more and on an average of 
ten times a month. 


So, with our ever increasing small public and the as- 
sistants necessary to work with them, our one great need is 
books and plenty of them. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DORON Veit ryY DE: 
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APPENDIX B. 
CIRCULATION. 
Main collection, Adult, 
No. of 
Classification. Books 
Miscellaneous, and periodicals, 8,505 
Philosophy, POGZ 
Religion, 1,392 
Sociology, 2,926 
Language, 809 
Science, 1,857 
Useful Arts, 4,708 
Fine Arts, 6,826 
English literature, 6,426 
Foreign literature, 1,148 
Biography, ~ 3,778 
History, 2,896 
Travel and description, 4,009 
English fiction, 138,823 
Foreign fiction, - 4,627 
Main Collection, Juvenile, 
Classification, 

Fairy Tales, 8,460 
Biography, 905 
History, 1,683 
Travel and description, 1,605 
Fiction, 35,004 

Miscellaneous, including Bible: 
Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 6,456 
Easy Books, 8,258 
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Per cent 
of Whole 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 
Main Desk,* 74,913; Ingraham Hall, 99,993; Reference Room,* 
8,941; Art Room,* 5,900. (Including 93 books for the 
Blind; and 914 copies sheet music); Genealogical Room,* 


333; Teachers’ 
Room, 282 
Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 


Books circulated from School Collection, 


190,362 
62,371 
135,706 


Books circulated from High School Library, 3,103 


Books circulated from Junior High Schools 


(4 mos.) 
Books circulated directly from Branch 
Reading Rooms, 


Inter-library loans, (Ref. R..174, Art R. 39, 


Gen’l R. 4, Desk 64), 
St. Luke’s Hospital, 


Total circulation of books, 
*See also Inter-library loans in this table. 


4,225 
167,343 


281 
8,170 


571,560 
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Pictures loaned: Art Department. 


Art Photographs, 

Prints, 

Prints, (color), 

Architecture, 

Sculpture, 

Stereographs, (Juv. R. 26,659), 
Miscellaneous, (Gen’l. R 4), 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1927, 
Books Added. 


Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 
Volumes purchased, Juvenile Room, 

Volumes purchased, School Collection, 
Volumes added by gift and entered,* 


Pamphlets Added. 


Pamphlets purchased, 
Pamphlets added by gift, 


Other Additions. 
Engravings 
Post cards (gift 37. Rheostints 877). 
Mounted portraits of authors (gift), 
Photographs, (gift)) 
Atlas folios, maps, (gift) 
Mounted clippings, (pictures) 
Unmounted clippings, 
Magazine subscriptions from individuals, 


Volumes worn out-and withdrawn 
(134 exposed to contagious disease.) 
Main Collection, 
Juvenile Collection (Incl. Branches), 
School Collection, 


Volumes replaced 
Main collection, 
Juvenile Room, 
School collection, 


Net addition to the Library in volumes, 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1925, 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1927, 
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Volumes bound including periodicals and books rebound: 


Main collection, 3,262 
Juvenile Room, 1,679 
School collection, 2,774 

fits 

Periodicals in Reading Room (including 105 by gift), 388 
Newspapers in Reading Room (including 4 by gift), 56 


New cards issued, and re-registration, Central Library 
Adult. Central Library, 
(Includes 471 Juvenile Transfers) 


Through Branches, 1,093 S427 

Cancelled, 117 3,610 
Juvenile, Central Library, 853 

Through Branches, 1,133 1,986 

Cancelled, 9 1,977 


Total Registration, Borrowers, Adult, Active list, (including 


4034 Juvenile Transfers) | 26,128 
Juvenile, Active list,>. 9,887 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library— Postal cards, 6,613; letters, 762, 7,083 
Juvenile Room— Postal cards, 2,038; letters, 247 2,285 
Branches— Postal. cards; -4,105; letters, 521, 4626 
Books sent for by messenger, 151. 
Books secured by messenger, 119. 
BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL 
NORTH 
Books circulated—Adult, 35,797 
Juvenile, 27,701, Central, 261, 63,759 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 126 Juvenile Transfers) 387, Juvenile 492, 879 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 31 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 18 
SOUTH 

Books circulated—Adult, 37,169 
Juvenile, 37,425; Central, 96 74,690 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 124 Juvenile Transfers) 535, Juvenile 463, 998 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 28 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 17 
WEST 

Books circulated—Adult, 20,364 
Juvenile, 8,887, Central, 202, 29,453 


Cards issued through Central: 

Adult (including 35 Juvenile Transfers) 171, Juvenile 84, 255 
Periodicals in Reading Room, ~ 25 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 11 
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APPENDIXUG 


FORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration. 


Annual report for the year ending December. 31, 1927. 
Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 
Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 

City, New Bedford, Mass. 

Population served, (Estimated) 125,000. 

Terms of use— 

Free for lending 
Free for reference. 
Total number of agencies 
Consisting of—Central Library. 

Branches, Three. 
High School Library. 
2 Junior High Schools. 
36 schools, (216 rooms in schools.) 
Outlying Schools, 4. 
YouMA‘ Ce’ A} Boys*iGamp. 
Girl Scouts Camp. 
Boy Scouts Camp. 
9 Continuation school classes. 
1 Hospital. 
1 Relief ship. 
Books lent to 22 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of two libraries. 


Number of days open during the year (Central library), 363. 

Hours open each week for lending (Central library), 72. 

Hours open each week for reading (Central library), 79. 

Newspaper Reading to 9:30. 

(Holidays and Sundays, open 7 hours for reading, except that 
Library closed July 4, and Christmas Day). | 

Ttoal number of staff, 27. 

Total valuation of library property, $850,000. 


INCREASE 


Adult Juvenile Total 

Number of volumes at beginning of 
year, 168,178 28,833 197,011 

Number of volumes added during 
year by purchase 3,840 3,842 7,082 

Number of volumes added during 

year by gift or exchange and 
entered 549 549 


172,567 32,675 205,242 
Number of volumes withdrawn dur- 
ing year 1,353 3,095 4,448 


Total number at end of year .... 171,214 29,580 200,794 
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Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, 
Number of pamphlets added during year, 
Number of maps and charts added during year, 
Total number of maps at end of year, 
Number of photographs added during year, including 

prints and pictures, 
Post Cards, colored, 
Total number of prints including photographs, etc., 
Number of sheets of music added during year, 
Total number of sheets of music at end of year, 
Number of clippings added during year, 
Total numbet of clippings, 


USE 


Adult Juvenile 
Total number of volumes, lent for 
home use 373,483 198,077 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
for home use from Central 
library, (including Foreign) 143,450 . 35,004 
Number of prints lent for home use, 
Recorded use in reading rooms, 
Number of exhibitions held, 3. 
Number of lectures given, 12. 
Number of publications issued, 5. 


REGISTRATION 


Adult Juvenile 
Number of new borrowers registered 
during year, 3 ¢2/ 1,986 
Total number of registered borrow- 
ers, 29,738* 11,519 
Cancelled, 1927, 117 9 
Registration period, 5 years, 


_ Total 


571,560 


178,454 
92,957 


Total 
5,713 


41,257 
126 


Number of periodicals, (including newspapers and transactions of 


societies) currently received. 


388 titles with 532 copies of magazines 
and 56 titles, with 104 copies of newspapers. 


iher of persons using library for reading and study: 


counted. 
*Includes 4,790 Juvenile Transfers. 


Not 
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APR IOND LX aD 


701 Meetings held in the Library building by the 
following organizations. 


Americanization. 

Animal Rescue League. 

Blind Teachers’ Association. 

Book Talks. 

Business and _ Professional 
Women’s Club. 

Cadet Committee., 

Catholic Woman’s Club. 

Child Welfare. 

Citizenship Club. 

College Club. 

Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

City Mission. 

Council of Churches. 

Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

Creative Psychology Club. 

Current Events Class. 

Dahlia Show. 

Daughters of American Rev- 
olution. 

Dartmouth Teachers’ Associa- 
tion 

Daughters of Isabella. 

Debating Club. 

Dental Hygiene Association. 

Eastern Star. 

F. G. Dramatic Club. 

Flower and Fruit Guild. 

Garden Club. 

Greek Institute. 

Gladioli Show. 

Hadassah. 


Helping Hand Fund. 

High School Alumni. 

Jewish B. & P. Club. 

Junior Hadassah. 

Kindergarten Club. 

Ladies of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. 

League of Women eateee 

Massachusetts Catholic Order 
of Foresters. 

May Festival Committee. 

New Bedford Bible Society. 

New Bedford Grange. 

New Bedford Horticultural 
Society. 

New Bedford Teachers’ Asso- 
Ciationwe 

New Bedford Woman’s Club 
Committee. 

Non-Partisan League of Nae 
tions. 

QO. E. S. Committee, 

Old Dartmouth Committee. 

Pal sArt eClub: 

Peony and Iris Show. 

Quoit League. 

Reading for Blind. 

RO Gee 

Rose Show. 

St. Luke’s Alumnae. 

United Citizens’ Club. 

University Extension. 

Vermont Relief. 
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APPENDIX E: 


APPROPRIATION. ° 

Appropriation, 
Salaries, $42,777.31 
Wages, 19,061.03 
Supplies, 743.09 
. Janitor’s supplies, 205.75 
Repairs, ’ 248.89 
Furniture, . 124.75 
Lighting, 454.84 
Heating North and West Branches, 386.49 
Postage, 245.66 
Telephone, 192.37 
Express, 396.33 
Printing, 326.14 
Stationery, 64.45 
Building miscellany, 142.73; 
Books, 833.49 
Periodicals, 108.93 
Binding Books, 714.02 
Binding Periodicals, 18.00 
Library miscellany, 904.79 
$67,976.06: 
Balance, 23.94 

DOG FUND 

Balance, $344.17 
Income, 4,369.01 
Books, $1,839.49 
Periodicals, 112.65 
Binding Books, 926.10 
Binding Periodicals, 18.00 
Printing, 208.80 
Stationery, 7131 
Supplies, 279.93 
Library Miscellany, 745.42 
Repairs, 120.41 
Janitor’s supplies, 42.08 
Express, 157.21 
Building miscellany, 69.97 
Lighting, 80.71 
Telephone, 38.24 
Care of grounds, 80 
$4,711.12 
Balance, 2.06 


ot Dp 


$68,000.00 


$68,000.00 


$4,713.18 


$4,713.18 
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KEMPTON FUND 


Balance, $23,67 
Income, 10,490.71 
Books, | $7,879.19 
Periodicals, 697.69 
Binding Books, 1,419.15, 
Binding Periodicals, 27.00 
Printing, 110.60 
Stationery, 12.46 
Library Supplies, 348.60 

$10,494.69 


Balance, 19.69 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND. 


Balance, $283.34 
Income, . 1,937.26 
Books, . $1,520.05 
Periodicals, 34.65 
Binding Books, 470.05 
Binding Periodicals, 13.50 
Printing, 46.25 
Stationery, 42.20 
Library Supplies, 64.03 
All other, . 5.00 

$2,195.73 


Balance, 24.87 


GEORGE, O;,, CROCKER? BUND: 


Balance, $248.65 
Income, 337.85 
Books, | $422.57 
Periodicals, 37.50 
Binding Books, 188.70 
Postage, 20.00 

668.77 


Balance, Debit : 82.27 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 


Balance, . $28.10 
Income, 22.50 
Books, $25,86 


Balance, 24.74 


" . Fe 
tac Co 


$10,514.38 


$10,514.38 


$2,220.60 


$2,220.60 


$586.50 


$586.50 


$50.60 


$50.60 
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‘CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 
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eA piece TOTAL EXPENDITURES. 
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Received, ordered printed in the city documents, and 
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City Clerk. 


In Common CoUNCIL, 
January 12, 1928. 
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